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Melanie Joan Hall is a bestselling author in a bind. Her publisher needs her to tour on behalf of her

newest blockbuster, and Melanie Joan needs a bodyguard-cum-escort to protect her from an

overbearing ex-husband whose presence unnerves her to the point of hysteria. Sunny's cool

demeanor, cop background, and P.I. smarts are an instant balm for the older woman. She begins to

sense that Melanie Joan's ex-a psychotherapist-is not your basic stalker, and when an incident at a

book signing leaves the ex bloodied and the author unconscious, it's clear the stakes are high.

Deciding that the only way to crack the case is from the inside, Sunny enters therapy herself, only to

discover some disturbing truths about herself . . . while putting her life on the line.  Gripping,

nuanced, and filled with Parker's signature dialogue and psychological insight, Shrink Rap is a

winner.
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As her ex-husband says, Sunny Randall, Robert Parker's fresh, new heroine is as cute as Meg

Ryan and tougher than a Mafia Don. Unfortunately, she may be losing Robert Parker's interest

already, well before she loses ours._Shrink Wrap_ does not do justice to her early promise.Sunny's

case, where an appealing and likable author of Romance novels is being stalked in some pretty

creepy circumstances, is an intriguing and original one. The plot moves along briskly, making it

difficult to put the book down. But Sunny is becoming increasingly one-dimensional and thinly

drawn.There is no way not to like her. She is honest, earnest, smart and tough. She is trying to



make her life into something honorable. She is sometimes as fast with a comeback as Spenser

himself, and almost as funny. So Parker does her an injustice when he has eight people tell her she

needs to ask for help, and makes her give each and every one the exact same answer, that she

needs to do it herself. Understandable, laudable even, but we get it after the third time. Repeating it

is a nuisance, like a one-note song.There is much about Sunny we would like to know, and while

Parker explores a little, the whole character development of the book is built around one insight

Sunny has into herself at the end, as a breakthrough, which is --- wait for it -- that her relationship

with her father and mother has strongly influenced her relationships with men. Um, okay, good

insight. But we could all have used a little more of Parker investing himself here, Sunny most of

all.And then there is the dog. Spenser and Susan's Pearl is a delight, as is the way they feel and

talk about her. But this little dog is taking up more emotional space in Parker's minimalistic story

than any other supporting character.
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